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Time running out for jury %-
in probe of Nazi suspect

By HERB JAFFE	 •
•	 .

A federal grand jury in Manhattan, which has been
' Investigai:Ird the World Wu II activities of Passaic

County public employe Tscherim Sookokov for 15
months, as one year remaining to determine if there is
probable cause that Soothokov perjured himself.

The question of perjury; which has a five-year
statute of limitations, is only one of the matters of
official concern in the Soot:okay investigation being
handled by the office of U.S. Attorney Robert Take of
the Southern District. • 	 .

Affidavits and other documents produced last week
by a high•rankIng Soviet diplomat reveal facts which
conflict with sworn staterneths given by Soolszokov

3), 1474, to a Newark Investigator fa the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalitatkin Service (INS).

. At that time the Newark INS office was conducting
• an Investlptiorr of Sootuakov on allegations that he was

a Nazi Collaborator who participated in catcall= and
atrocities sgahist civilians in his native North Caucasus

- region of Russia during World War 11.
• •

• Sootuokov came to the U.S. from lonien In 1955
• and became a naturalized cithen in 1961. He has lived in

• Paterson since he came to this wintry. Al present he Is
,	 the chief inspector of the Passalc.County Purchasing

Depanrnent
As a ;recede to the 10•mge sworn Statement signed

by Soolszokov lair pan ago, Newark INS investigator
,tames Pomeroy' said the gatemen( was being taboo

" /Amami .• made against you concerning your
ruthritles during the S•rd WorldiViar that could have.
a betting on your United States citizenship and result in

•theta:Minim of deportation proceedings"
Two and one-half years after 30°h:okay's state-

anent was given to Pomeroy, the INS Investigation of

him ended, based on a memo from the. U.S.- state
Departrnen t, corral ud rig: "Allegations DOI suitainecL'...•

But less than five months afterward, the federel
grand jury in New York initiated its investigation,. arid
lotir months later — last October — INS officials said
they, too, were reopening their invesilgation of Sue.
zolcov.	 .

Shortly afterward, Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas
13elote of thefouthern District Initiated sdnurdstraUve

•Procedures; daurturalization against Sookokov. •
Since	 may, however,	 there,has . been

movement by lbe US: attorney's office In presenting
data relative toklbeloobzokov matter toe tniiezrand
although Thomas Engel, dtiete the cth
Flthe's office, sa1d the.case is still under consIderatioa'a
and that "the rattler will be decided one wayir
or."	 I	 .

Moreover, since last May the U.S. attorney's office.
has had a considerable number of documents. obtained
in the Soviet Union, relative le S6obzekov's World War • .
11 activities.

Tbe..documeals include many width were In the
pdmge. ' presented last week bylthientin Kammer,
first secretary and comet to Ike Soviet arthmy b).•
Washington to Mai war crimes researcher and WIlw.
Miles R. Alien Jr. of New York, based on a formal
request for such Information made by Allen last April. •

•

Amelia the documenta•which Kameneir said came
from the Soviet 'archives In Moscow are IA affidavits.
several letters allegedly written by Scobsolrob during. -
the 1940s and a variety of other papers. .

- .The aft idivits. width include statements given to •
-Giviet prosecutors under' the Russian '-eguivalesil
sworn testknony which arriee serials penalties for

!!Wilted inferrnatim — include statementsfroze seven I .
of Soobzokov's relatives who recall that he served In a I
Mad-established collaborator unit and won a German
uniform. ;--

•

•

In Ms 1971 statement, 'under oatii•Sosbaokov was
• asked If be wu,aware of any Nazi tialtth:41 squads I,
• blsregloncltheCaucaass,aftertheNazlstovadedthe

area Aug. . I, 1412, or if be eye: Mk part hr any exam;
Mogi • ' s	 •	 •	 •

"Aidialutely not," Secobtotrav replied to Pomeroy..
But the statements regulated by Allen from Rom-

ney, most Of which My that they were taken by Soviet

r
"In eameellon With' the request o af the

g. .cl.r.trtgaritti of justice to render to them legal. assist-

• •••	 • ;	 •

Ince: In the matter of Tricherins Sostuokon' tell a
Illfferentdory.	 • 
• . Several affidavits • identify ..Soobtokov as a•'
sergeant'! In a pruilfive 'Unit -of the 'Naziestablisha,
battalion, others are from relatives of victims executed
by the unit, one Is from a man who said he served under
Soobzokov in the unit, and mother is from a man who
lid hor was Soobzokov's platoon leader when he entered

• . the unit ••
• Srrobtokov was asked by Pomeroy If he was ever in

• the village of Edepjukay. At that time there *ere two
I : such villages, Edepjaksly land Etepjukay II:

• •	 • His sworn reply Was: "No, never."
But several affidavits which Ka menet, provided.

'Allen are front persona who tiled In the two villages.
Widows and other relatives of victims of the pun-

ishment Unit detail how the unit, supposedly a platoon
composed of between .10 and 15 armed soldiers in Ger-
man uniforms; came and dragged away certain civil-

.	 ,Ians to' be slain:

.	 •	 . • _
• .	 •

.Several of the affidavits are from persons v —
Identified soamknyled allege that he was tithes-
member of the prairie unit or its leader.

i• There're supporting Affidavits from persons who
identified other members of the.unit And these other

(
members, In their owe affidavits, identified Sootwokov

• as beings part of the unit.
• • Members of the unit who gave affidavits said In
; their official statements that they have served sen-

tams in Soviet prisons for their role as Nazi collabora-•
' j tors, while others Who served In the unirare no longer

•alive.

	

I •	Asked by Pameroy to describe his duties with the
• unit,Soobsokov saidt•-

	

I	 "My dude' were ruWies. I was able to get a job u
• assistant to the supply Welkin working with hones,

getting hay Irons the teems and feeding the horses.
• had three or fair carts together bay.'
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